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Copyright page, ISBNs and Barcodes

Prelim pages, which are covered in another Guide, include a Copyright 

page which, although not mandatory if you only intend to distribute 

your book privately, allows you to declare copyright ownership and 

provide some necessary details about your book which aid library 

cataloguing.   

 

If you intend to sell your book publicly you will need an ISBN 

(International Standardized Book Number)* and include it not only 

on the Copyright page but also on the back cover where it will appear 

together with a Barcode. In the UK the Copyright page of all publicly 

distributed publications should also include the following details: 

Copyright ©20xx

All rights reserved. This book or any portion thereof may not be 

reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever without the express 

written permission of the publisher except for the use of brief quotations 

in a book review or academic journal.

OR

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form, 

by photocopying or by any electronic or mechanical means, including 

information storage or retrieval systems, without permission in writing 

from the author or the publisher of this book.

State the first year of printing

Your publishing company name

The address of your publishing company name

Your website (f applicable)

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

You may wish to also include credits for design, production, editing and 

illustration on the copyright page.



Should you wish to sell your book in the USA you should also include 

their Library of Congress cataloging-in-publication reference. 

If your book is a paperback edition and you later decide to publish 

in hardback (or vice versa) you will need a new ISBN and barcode to 

identify that new edition. You will also need a new ISBN if you republish 

the book under a new title.

Note: By UK law all publications which are sold publicly must provide  

one free copy to the British Library Legal Deposit Office. In addition 

you can also provide one free copy of your publication to each of the 

Bodleian Libraries of the University of Oxford, Cambridge University 

Library, The National Library of Scotland, The Library of Trinity College, 

Dublin and The National Library of Wales – although this isn’t a legal 

requirement unless any, or all, of these libraries specifically request a 

copy of your publication.

 

Some eBooks and Audiobooks also require separate ISBNs.

1: ISBNs specifically refer to books while ISSNs refer to periodicals. ISSNs 

are provided free of charge by UK Serial Publications. If you are planning 

to publish a periodical you will find all the necessary help online at http://

forms.bl.uk/bibliographic/index.aspx?_ga=2.75739541.1495344548.15815

17914-62237836.1581077546

2: ISMNs specifically refer to music publications. In the UK ISMNs may be 

purchased online from the website of Music Publishers Association at  

https://mpaonline.org.uk/resources/uk-ismn-agency/ – music publishers 

outside the UK should visit: https://www.ismn-international.org/agency

* When submitting your publications details you may provide your 

own ISBN. Alternatively, on request, THEPUBLISHING.CO.UK will supply 

an ISBN for your title from our stock, however the way that ISBNs are 

assigned by the UK issuing authority means that THEPUBLISHING.CO.UK 

would be nominated as the publisher of your book. So, if you wish to  

http://forms.bl.uk/bibliographic/index.aspx?_ga=2.75739541.1495344548.1581517914-62237836.1581077546
http://forms.bl.uk/bibliographic/index.aspx?_ga=2.75739541.1495344548.1581517914-62237836.1581077546
http://forms.bl.uk/bibliographic/index.aspx?_ga=2.75739541.1495344548.1581517914-62237836.1581077546
https://mpaonline.org.uk/resources/uk-ismn-agency/
https://www.ismn-international.org/agency


be identified as the publisher you would need to purchase your own 

ISBN. The issuing authority in the UK is Nielsen UK ISBN Agency  

(https://www.nielsenisbnstore.com/). 

You can set up additional imprints under your publisher name but 

you will still be the owner of the ISBNs and therefore the registered 

publisher.

You can read an article about ISBN by Nielsen here.

   

https://www.nielsenisbnstore.com/
https://thepublishing.co.uk/ISBN Awareness Article - Nielsen.pdf

